Peterborough City Council
Travelchoice Plus City Project

Background

Peterborough is a city located in the East of England with a population of 183,700.  The city has ambitious growth plans. It is well-placed logistically and geographically, has a diverse work-force as well as the necessary robust infrastructure to flourish.  Most importantly Peterborough’s can-do attitude extends to exploring new and innovative ways of attracting investment and growth to build a better city for the future.
Peterborough was designated as an Environment City in 1992 and has the largest cluster of environmental businesses in the UK.  In autumn 2010, Peterborough launched itself as the Home of Environmental Capital.  This means that environmental issues are put first in a city which aspires to be a role model and leader in all aspects of sustainable development.  Sustainable transport is a key focus of Peterborough’s major policy as well as the Sustainable Community Strategy priority ‘Creating the UK’s environmental capital’.  
In 2004, the city implemented the “Travelchoice” project to shift residents and commuters to sustainable modes of travel through behavioural change initiatives.  After 5 years, Travelchoice achieved:
· 9% reduction in car journeys

· 12% increase in cycling

· 35% increase in public transport

· 14% increase in walking
In 2011, Peterborough launched Travelchoice Plus to build on the original project’s success and work with targeted groups.
Current Situation

Peterborough has been growing for many years with population growth almost double the national average.  As part of the city’s core strategy, there are ambitious targets for growth: 25,500 houses from April 2009 to March 2026 and an additional 24,600 jobs between 2001 and 2021.  New town expansion brought a combination of strategic highway infrastructure and extensive cycling and pedestrian facilities.  The convenience of the car coupled with a very developed road network has resulted in a heavy reliance on car use by residents and commuters.  This produces high carbon emissions, congestion at peak times and contributes to obesity levels.

The presence of a strong and well developed pedestrian and cycle network, and a complimentary system of core bus routes means the prevalence of the car as the primary mode of transport is one of choice, particularly in the urban core area.  The barriers to mode change in Peterborough are largely linked to perception of sustainable alternatives of alternatives, and availability of information.  Further barriers can be linked to lack of access to alternatives particularly amongst poorer families and households.

Proposal
To work with residents and commuters in the city to encourage and sustain cycling with a particular focus on:

· businesses and commuters, with the aim of converting more transport users to sustainable forms of transport for relatively small trips 

· school children with the aim of encouraging walking and cycling and thereby embedding a sustainable transport ethos at an early age
With the main objective of:

· Reducing CO2 emissions through a drop in car trips
· Increasing the proportion of travel amongst Peterborough’s residents and commuters by sustainable transport e.g. an increase in car sharing
· Reducing obesity and increasing active travel with targeted interventions
Partners
Peterborough is looking to build on the success of its Travelchoice project by joining an existing consortium with similar objectives to implement proven behaviour change methodologies and share experiences/best practice.
EU Experience
Peterborough is currently partners in three EU projects: Interreg IVC, Interreg NWE and IEE.
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